Writing FRQ #1 Workshop

There are four types of Free Response Questions on the redesigned AP exam. Today
we will tackle the first type of question: The Content Application Question. And the good news is that this type of question is a piece of cake. 
There’s lots of things you can do to tackle FRQ #1 the Content Application Question. 
First of all there are loads of things you can do way before exam day, like using current events in your class. And when you talk about current events, like states legalizing marijuana, or student speech rights, or school shootings, don’t just let your classroom devolve into a - he said, she said - shouting match. Any scenarios or events you take on should always be linked to the curriculum and approached with the same analytical reasoning skills we teach in GoPo. Specifically, in the case of the Content Application Question, current events, or political scenarios, should always be linked and connected back to the GoPo curriculum and skills so students can apply the skills and knowledge they are learning to real-world scenarios. In other words, let the world into your classroom and connect it to the course curriculum and skills.

Second of all, practice, practice, practice taking this kind of question. Practice doesn’t always make perfect, but it usually makes better! It will lower everybody’s blood pressure, and your kids will come to see this type of question as a breeze!
Here’s how it works.
If you look in the AP Government and Politics Redesign Course and Exam Description and turn to page 177 you’ll see an example of a the Concept application question.
Section II: Free-Response Questions
Directions:
It is suggested that you take a few minutes to plan and outline each answer.
It is suggested that you spend approximately 20 minutes each on questions 1, 2 and 3 and 40 minutes on question 4. Unless directions indicate otherwise, respond to all parts of all four questions. In your response use substantive examples where appropriate.
[image: image1.png]Consumers complained after EpiPen maker Mylan “hiked the price of the emergency
auto-injector by $100 in recent months for no obvious reason. ... The price has
increased 450 percent since 2004, when a dose cost $100 in today’s dollars, to its
current price of more than $600. ... The medication itself isn't expensive. Analysts
calculate that the dosage contained in a single pen is worth about 1

Washington Post, August 23, 2016
After reading the scenario, respond to A, B, and C below:

(4) Describe a power Congress could use to address the comments outlined in the
scenario.

(B) In the context of the scenario, explain how the use of congressional power
described in Part A can be affected by its interaction with the presidency.

(C) In the context of the scenario, explain how the interaction between Congress and
the presidency can be affected by linkage institutions.
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Scoring the Concept Application Question
A good response should:
· Describe a political institution, behavior, or process connected with the scenario
(0–1 point) 
· Explain how the response in part (A) affects or is affected by a political process,
government entity, or citizen behavior as related to the scenario (0–1 point)
· Explain how the scenario relates to a political institution, behavior, or process in the
course (0–1 point) 
Follow these steps to a high five on FRQ #1! 
Let’s do this! 
	1) Read with your hands


Reading with your hands means writing on the actual test question! Yes, WRITE all over the question! You know what grandma used to always say: “A clean test question is a bad test question.” So start writing, like this...
· Star - If you’ve heard of any part of this scenario/event before, put a star above it!
· Circle - If you get to an unknown name, word or term circle it.
· Summarize - When you’re done, summarize the scenario/event.
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So basically, a student could write the following on their test :
· Star - You can wish upon a star! I wish that our student has marked a big beautiful star above EpiPen and that this scenario is something they have heard about before! ANother reason to follow current events and connect them to the content!! Still, even if there’s no star, that’s okay. We can figure this one out. 
· Circle - Mylan. Mylan? Is that a country? Wait, no, that’s a kind of synthetic fabric, right? WRONG! Still, circling unknown terms can help focus our attention and might just help us remember connections that are deep in our memory. 
· Summarize - One last thing: students should write a super-short synopsis of the scenario. For example, a student might summarize this passage by writing: People are mad that a drug company has dramatically increased the price of its drugs.
*Pro Tip: Marking up of the test paper is a good way to focus the students’ attention. And remember, students have a TON of time to answer this very short and simple little question. 
	2) Break it down


Now let’s break the question down into parts and answer this bad-boy! There are three parts, let’s start with (A).
(A) Describe a power Congress could use to address the allegations outlined in the scenario.
Let’s have the student rewrite this portion of the test in the vernacular!!!! For example: 
(A)What can Congress do about this mess? 
And then have the students make a chart listing maybe two or three things they could do about this mess. *Remember, the College Board reader only marks on for what’s right, not off for what’s wrong so let’s pack a spare tire (if we’re not 100% sure of our answer, add an extra answer just in case)! *N.B., The spare tire strategy works wonderfully on question #1, but not on ALL types of FRQs.
Here’s our student’s amazing chart
(A) What can congress do about this mess?
· Hold hearings
· Investigate (investigate)
· Pass a law
· Approval of nominees
Wow, that’s one smart student!
Okay, so that’s how we break it down in part A. Before we start to write our actual test answer,  let’s do the same breaking down with the next two parts.
(B) In the context of the scenario, explain how the use of congressional power
described in Part A can be affected by its interaction with the presidency.
Rewrite: 
(B)What can the POTUS do about that mess in regards to Congress?
Chart time!
What can POTUS do about that mess?
· Veto law
· Not enforce law
· Nominate bureaucratic leaders
· Direct bureaucracy
Great! Onward to part C!
(C) In the context of the scenario, explain how the interaction between Congress and the presidency can be affected by linkage institutions.
What is a linkage institution?
Hmmmmm? Even if we don’t know, maybe we can figure it out.
Linkage = linking = something that connects something to another thing.
Hmmmm? What connects us to the congress and presidency?
Oh, duh…A linkage institution is a structure within a society that connects the people to the government or centralized authority. These institutions include: elections, political parties, interest groups, and the media.
Rewrite: 
(C)How can elections, parties, interest groups, or the media impact what the COTUS and POTUS do?
More charts please!
Linkage Institutions 




→ 


Impact on gov?
People could vote for officials to make/enforce laws

→ 

Change actions
Interest groups could Lobby legislative/executive branch about laws → 
Change actions
People could form an interest group →




Change actions
Parties could make platform adopt policy goal → 



change action
	3) Writing Time - finally!


The next part seems like the hardest part, but if you’ve done your work on part 1 (reading with your hands) and part 2 (breaking it down), then part 3 is pretty easy: we just take the little charts we have, take the single best answer from each section (A, B, & C) and turn that best answer into a complete sentence. Yay! Now do it! Write your answer:
And remember, a good response should:
· Describe a political institution, behavior, or process connected with the scenario (0-1 point)
· Explain how the response in part (A) affects or is affected by a political process, government entity , or citizen behavior as related to the scenario (0-1 point)
· Explain how the scenario relates to a political institution, behavior, or process in the course (0-1 point) 
Now here’s the rubric...
Concept Application Question
FRQ#1 Rubric
3 Points
	A
Describe a power Congress could use to address the scenario
	Members of Congress could pass legislation
Congress can pass a law
Congress could pass a bill
*Student must describe the power and link it to the scenario
	1 Point

	B
Explain how the Congressional power (A) is impacted by POTUS 
	President can sign or veto a law which limits Congress’ ability to act alone.
President could not enforce congressional law. 
*Student may not simply say “POTUS has veto power.” Answer must be linked to Congressional power.
	1 Point

	C
Explain how interaction between Congress and POTUS can be impacted by linkage institutions.
	A linkage institution is something that connects the people to the government such as elections, media, interest groups, public opinion polls, political parties, and voting. → 
This institution must be connected to Congress or POTUS action.
* Student must make a clear connection between how that linkage institution impacts POTUS and COTUS. (examples are good but not necessary) 
Interest groups could lobby Congress and POTUS (executive) → which could affect the actions of Congress or POTUS. 
Interest groups and lobbyists could meet with Congress and POTUS → causing Congress or POTUS to change their actions.
	1 Point
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After reading the scenario, please respond to A, B, and C below.
A Describe an action Congress could take to address the concems of the interest group in the scenario.
B. In the context of the scenario, explain how partisan divisions could prevent the action described in
partA.
C. Explain why the Alliance Defending Freedom might argue that their constitutional righis are
threatened by the Johnson Amendment.




