Just some random terms/ideas that may come up
Much like the 9th Amendment states, this is not an exhaustive list.  It’s just some things I think may come up and you need to know/remember. 
	Term/Concept
	What it means

	Theories of Government

	Social Contract Theory
	People live together in society in accordance with an agreement that establishes moral and political rules of behavior

	Participatory Theory of Democracy
	Model of democracy that emphasizes broad participation of constituents (people)

	Pluralist Theory of Democracy
	Model of democracy in which competition among all affected interests shape public policy

	Hyperpluralist Theory of Democracy
	A theory of government and politics contending that groups are so strong that government is weakened. Hyperpluralism is an extreme form of pluralism (results in gridlock)

	Elite Theory of Democracy
	Model of democracy in which a few powerful “elites” (think business owners and other wealthy individuals) dominate the democratic process

	Republicanism
	The idea that the democratic process is best achieved by a representative government in which the people elect representatives to serve their interests in government

	Federalism

	Federalism
	A constitutional division of powers between a federal and state/local governments

	Fiscal federalism
	A federal government accomplishing its goals at the state level by means of granting money (block grants, categorical grants, etc.)

	Centralists
	Those favoring government control more at the federal level

	Decentralists
	Those favoring government control more at the state/local level

	Devolution
	The process of power being handed down to the states by the federal government

	Justice/Civil Rights & Liberties 

	Civil Liberties v. Civil Rights* 
(Unit 3: Civil Liberties)
	Civil liberties = Protection FROM the government given to individuals (Bill of Rights)
Civil rights = Protections given BY the government to groups in order to create equal conditions (anti-discrimination, given through Equal Protection Clause of 14th Amendment)

	Due Process 
(Substantive & Procedural)*
(Unit 3: Civil Liberties)
	Due process: fair treatment through the normal judiciary system
Substantive due process: the substance of the laws made must be fair in themselves 
Procedural due process: the procedures by which law enforcement and the justice system follow must be fair and abide by the same rules for everyone

	Selective Incorporation*
(Unit 3: Civil Liberties)
	The process by which the Bill of Rights were “incorporated” into the states. This means that state laws had to also not infringe on the liberties given in the Bill of Rights

	Judicial Activism*
(Unit 2: Judiciary)
	The theory that the Constitution is to be interpreted as needed for the present time, and a belief that judges are to feel free to strike down laws that they believe don’t fit that interpretation of the Constitution. 

	Judicial Restraint*
(Unit 2: Judiciary)
	The theory that the Constitution should be interpreted as the founders intended, and limits the powers of judges to strike down a law, believing that the court should uphold all acts and laws of Congress and legislatures unless they very clearly oppose the United States Constitution

	Stare decisis*
(Unit 2: Judiciary)
	“Let the decision stand”
The idea that judges (in courts lower than SCOTUS) must adhere to established precedent in their rulings.

	Political Ideologies

	Conservatism
	A belief in limited government and economic freedom
Fiscal = Limit government spending
Social = Uphold traditional values. Often tied with evangelical Christians

	Liberalism
	A belief in greater government control with a focus on equality and justice

	Libertarianism
	A strong belief in individual freedom and that government should exist for essential purposes only, such as national defense 

	Economic Theories

	Smith (Capitalist view)
	As little government involvement in the economy as possible.  Belief that the market will work itself out.  “Laissez faire” (meaning literally, let do).  Purported by Adam Smith in the 1700s. 

	Keynesian Economics
	The belief that government spending is what brings a country out of an economic downturn. Purported by John Maynard Keynes in the early 1900s.

	Monetary policy
	Policy which controls the money supply.  Done by the Federal Reserve (the Fed)
Loose monetary policy: interest rates are low, credit is easy to get, goal is to speed up the economy
Tight monetary policy: interest rates are high, credit is harder to get, goal is to slow down the economy

	Fiscal Policy
	Tax-and-spend policy. Done by Congress (and the President, to a degree) 
Regulates revenues and expenditures through the budget


