	2020 Exam Content

	FRQ Type
	AP Topic
	Essential Knowledge
	Textbook Reference
Chapter.

Section
	Required Document and SCOTUS Case

	Concept Application
	Ideals of Democracy
	· Limited government, natural rights popular sovereignty, republicanism, social contract

· Declaration of Independence
	1.2
	DoI

Constitution

	
	Government Power and Individual Rights
	· Federalist No. 10

· Superiority of a large republic in controlling the mischief of factions
· Delegating authority to elected officials

· Dispersing power between states and federal governments
	2.4
	Federalist No.10

Brutus No.1

	
	
	· Brutus No.1

· Small, decentralize republic
· Dangers to personal liberty from a large centralized government
	
	

	
	Ratification of the US Constitution
	· Great Compromise, Electoral College, Three-fifths compromise, compromise of important of enslaved persons

· Art.V

· Unresolved matters

· Debates around  roles of central government, state governments and individuals remains at the heart of our democracy
	2.2
2.3
	Constitution

	
	Congress: The Senate and House
	· Senate represents states while House represents population

· Different sized chambers and constituencies
· Coalitions in Congress 

· Enumerated and Implied Powers – budget, revenue, war, legislation
	2.3
4.1

4.2
	Constitution

	
	Checks on the Presidency
	· Conflict with the Senate around appointment power

· Longest lasting influence is judicial appointments
· Policy initiatives and executive orders lead to conflict with Congress
	5.3
	

	
	Presidential Communication
	· Modern technology, social media, bully pulpit, SOTU
	5.4
	

	
	Legitimacy of the Judicial Branch
	· Precedent, Stare Decisis, ideological change and influences (activist, originalist etc.)
	6.4

6.5
	

	
	Checks on the Judicial Branch
	· Judicial activism vs. judicial restraint

· Restrictions

· Congressional legislation (modify impact of rulings)

· Amendments

· Appointments and confirmations

· POTUS ignoring/evading rulings

· Legislation impacting jurisdiction
	6.2

6.5
	

	
	Discretionary and Rule-Making Authority
	· Discretionary and rule-making authority to implement power in various agencies both cabinet level (DHS, DOE…) and independent agencies (EPA, SEC, FEC…)

	7.3
	

	
	The Bill of Rights
	· Designed to protect individual liberties and rights
· Constitutional guarantees and freedoms that protect citizens, opinion and property against arbitrary government interference

· Application of the BoR is interpreted by the courts

· First 10 Amendment
	2.4
8.1
	Constitution
Bill of Rights

	
	Affirmative Action
	· The debate includes the idea that the Constitution is color blind and others who maintain that it only forbids racial classifications that harm minorities, not help them
	9.2
	

	Argument
	Relationship between States and the Federal Government
	· Exclusive and concurrent powers explain the balance of power between feds and state
· The distribution and balance of power changes to meet the needs of society as reflected in grants, incentives, and aid programs
	3.2
3.3

3.4
	Constitution

	
	Federalism in Action
	· Multiple access point for stakeholders and institution to influence public policy
· National policymaking is constrained by sharing of power between and among the three branches and states.
	3.3
3.4
	

	
	First Amendment: Freedom of Speech
	· Symbolic Speech
· Limits on Free Speech
	8.4
	Schenck v. US (1919)
Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)

	
	Amendments: Balancing Individual Freedom with Public Order and Safety
	· Public Safety v. Individual Rights

· Cruel and unusual punishment 

· Firearms  public safety v. individual rights
· Collection of metadata
	8.4
8.5
	Constitution

8th A.

2nd  A.

4th A.

	
	Amendments: Due Process and the Rights of the Accused
	· Courts have ruled in favor occasionally in restricting individual liberties
· Miranda rule (5th and 6th Amendments)

· Fourth Amendment – balance b/w liberties and social order/security

· Due Process Clause guarantees the right to counsel and protection from unreasonable search and seizure (exclusionary rule)
	8.5
	Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)


