1. The following is from the 2016 Republican Party Platform. 

“Because the Federal Reserve’s monetary policy decisions affect job creation, upward mobility for workers, and equitable prosperity, they should be transparent. Similarly, the Federal Reserve’s important role as a lender of last resort should also be carried out in a more transparent manner. The Republican Party will advance legislation that brings transparency and accountability to the Federal Reserve, the Federal Open Market Committee, and the Federal Reserve’s dealing with foreign banks.” 

https://www.gop.com/the-2016-republican-party-platform/ 

After reading the scenario, respond to A, B, and C below. 

A. Describe an action, other than advancing legislation, that members of Congress may take to bring transparency and accountability to the Federal Reserve. 

B. In the context of this section of the Republican Party platform, explain how the proposal to increase transparency and accountability described in part A would affect the Federal Reserve’s ability to make economic policy. 

C. Explain how ideological differences between the parties might affect Democratic Party support of the proposal. 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT APPOINTEES,
PRESIDENTS JOHNSON TO BUSH

Johnson Nixon Ford Carter

™ ® ® O
Gender
Male 98.4% 99.4% 98.1% 85.6%
Female 1.6% 06% 1.9% 14.4%
Party
Democratic 943% 73% 21.2% 91.1%
Republican 5% 927% 78.8% 4.5%
Independent 0% 0% 0% 4.5%
Number of
Federal District 125 182 50 203
Court Appointees

Reagan G. Bush Clinton G. W. Bush
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Use the information graphic above to answer the following questions.
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Describe a trend in presidential nominees to district courts with regard to gender.

Source: UScourts.gov

Describe a similarity or difference between Republican and Democratic presidents’
nominees to federal district courts with regard to the political party of those they

nominate.

Explain how the similarity or difference affects the judicial decisions of the federal

district courts with regard to civil liberties.

Explain how the number and party affiliation of federal district court appointees

affects presidential influence and power.




3. In 2010 Arizona passed a law that sought to reduce the number of undocumented immigrants in the state. The law made it a crime to seek or obtain work in the state without proper documentation, and it also made hiring, sheltering, or transporting undocumented people illegal. It also gave local law enforcement the authority to require proof of residency in the course of a lawful arrest, and it gave them the authority to perform warrantless stops of people they suspected of being undocumented. 

The United States Department of Justice challenged the state law as an interference with the national government’s enumerated powers to regulate and enforce immigration law. In Arizona v. United States (2012), the Supreme Court agreed with the United States in a 6–3 decision stating most of the provisions of the law did conflict with federal authority. The Court said, “The Government of the United States has broad, undoubted power over the subject of immigration and the status of aliens. . . . This authority rests, in part, on the National Government’s constitutional power to establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and its inherent power as sovereign to control and conduct relations with foreign nations.” 

Based on the information above, respond to the following questions. 

A. Identify a common constitutional principle used to make a ruling in both McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) and Arizona v. United States (2012). 

B. Explain how the facts of McCulloch v. Maryland and the facts of Arizona v. United States led to a similar holding in both cases. 

C. Describe an action that Congress could take to respond to the Arizona v. United States decision if it disagreed with the decision. 

4. Equality of opportunity is a central value in the American political system. Choose either Congress or the Supreme Court, and present an argument for why your choice is most responsible for advancing the principle of equality of opportunity in the United States. In your essay, you must: 

✓ Articulate a defensible claim or thesis that responds to the prompt and establishes a line of reasoning. 

✓ Support your claim with at least TWO pieces of accurate and relevant information. 

At least ONE piece of evidence must be from the list below. Constitutional amendments 

The Declaration of Independence 

Federalist 78 

The second piece of evidence must be from a different source on the list above OR from your knowledge of Congress or the Supreme Court. 

✓ Use reasoning to explain why your evidence supports your claim/thesis. 

✓ Respond to an opposing or alternative perspective using refutation, concession, or rebuttal.
